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NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2011
The President writes:

The Inaugural BIARGS Meeting held at the RCOG was successfully enjoyed by all.  We were addressed by the President of the College who himself had the opportunity of a hands on tutorial on one of the Da Vinci machines.  One of his senior predecessors, now seated in the upper house, also was able to demonstrate his dexterity.  Both were impressed by the technology and surprised by the simplicity of the skills involved.  
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The next meeting in Cork is taking shape and promises to be an exciting and provocative few days during June.

Our greatest challenge continues to be convincing the budget holders and commissioners of the benefits of Robotic Surgery.  The Urologists struggled for years and we will have to do the same.  For some reason Financial Directors are unable to understand that the way to make sophisticated and expensive technology pay is to use it.  The more the machinery is utilised the more cost effective each particular case will be.  Some NHS Commissioners have turned down Robotic Surgery flatly and Insurance Companies are fighting hard against it.  This matter is being addressed at an industry-driven meeting in London shortly, and I hope that we will be able to report back to you with a strategy at the next AGM.

I am sorry that our Treasurer is leaving shortly.  He is not doing a ‘runner’ with the funds (at least I trust not!) but he certainly has managed to put these into good order.  We wish him well with his travels and trust that the current political unrest in the Middle East will not interrupt his ambitious and highly commendable altruistic plans to improve the health care of women in less fortunate circumstances than we are privileged to work in at present.  A far cry from Robotics let alone advancing medical science.

I look forward to seeing you all in Cork and to lively debates on a number of varying issues.
John Shepherd  

Your Treasurer writes:
I am happy to report in this first BIARGS newsletter that the society is financially sound with assets of around £13,000.  This is likely to remain secure as the next meeting seems to be already on a sound financial footing thanks to all the hard work of Matt Hewitt in Cork.  It sounds as if he is organizing a fantastic meeting and I do hope that you will all try to attend.  We are a small society and meetings like this are what grow the society both socially, scientifically and, importantly as your treasurer, financially!  Annual meetings represent an opportunity for sponsors (and these are limited in the field of robotics) to meet potential customers and it is only by your support of these meetings that we can count on ‘industry support’ which is really the only way that these meetings are financially viable.  These meetings also grow the financial base of the society.

We have enough assets not to have to worry about putting up the subscriptions which is I am sure good news, so I will not advise a subscription hike until 2012 and maybe not even then.  This though makes it very worthwhile you filling in a standing order for your subscription as chasing the forgetful is a waste of society funds.  A standing order request form is attached to this newsletter and also on the website and I would urge you to do it now, while it is on your mind, as it will save an awful lot of work.

At the inaugural meeting we discussed the possibility of getting the Journal of Robotic Surgery electronically as a part of the subscription but this would cost around £65 each. This would put the cost of membership up considerably, but if the Journal becomes more mainstream and as a society we start contributing to it we may wish to revisit this, but realistically, with rising costs year on year you would be looking at a subscription of £100 annually, so for the moment I would advise against this.

With my imminent retirement from the NHS and a plan to travel for a year or so, I cannot really continue to be your Treasurer, so having helped Peter in his sterling work in setting up the society, I think the time is now right for you to find a new (and younger!) treasurer to grow the society into the powerful voice for this exciting new technology that I know it will become.  I am only sad that I am now regarded as too old to be part of it but wish you all well from the side lines.

Jeremy Wright

Your Secretary writes:
Since our successful first Annual BIARGS Meeting at the RCOG in October 2010 there have been a few successful and encouraging developments in gynae robotic surgery in the UK and Ireland. Matt Hewitt is well under way with preparations for our second Annual Meeting in Cork on 9-10th June 2011 and I very much hope that you will all be able to support Matt by attending or participating in some way. Please also encourage your interested colleagues to attend.

The Committee met before Xmas and discussed ways to make ourselves more well known and subsequently the President has successfully established links with both the BSGE and BGCS. The BSGE link will hopefully lead to us providing a live robotic surgery link to the ESGE Meeting in London in September. Of note we have also been asked to provide live robotic surgery from Guildford to the regional AAGL meeting in Istanbul in April. The President has also been invited to talk on gynae robotics at the RCOG 9th International Scientific Meeting in Athens in September.

At that meeting we also appointed various Committee Members to tasks including Simon Butler-Manuel to look at ways of making robotics more accessible in private practice, Ahmed Ahmed taking on a general gynae oncology role to identify and promote greater use of robotics, and a similar remit for Nick Elkington in benign gynae surgery. Tom Ind has taken on a role looking at research and training.   

Media wise we achieved coverage in the Daily Mail on Tues Feb 1st and will hopefully have an article in the new look RCOG Newsletter due out in April I think, as well as an article in Essentials Magazine in April. Intuitive have now also given the go ahead for an Intuitive/BIARGS stand at the huge Women’s Institute Meeting in Liverpool in June in an attempt to raise the awareness of robotic surgery amongst the womenfolk of the UK.

In the New Year Intuitive Surgery created five European Epicenters of Excellence for training and we now have two of these centres within BIARGS in the form of Cork and Guildford. The other European Epicenters are Milan, Lund and a fifth to be decided in France.  As part of this process we hope to begin to start offering introductory courses to initially interested gynaecologists in 2011 and masterclasses to more experienced roboticists who wish to improve their skills in due course. Also congratulations to Simon Butler-Manuel on becoming the third UK Surgeon on the Intuitive Surgeon Locator Database. 

Also very exciting is the number of new centres now coming on-line. Training is currently ongoing with Nitu Bajekal at Chase Farm and UCH are about to start live gynae cases in the next few weeks, hopefully to be followed shortly by Princess Grace and Royal Berks. Wolverhampton has now purchased a system and hope to begin gynae cases with Chris Mann later in the year.

On the downside we wait in trepidation to see what view GP Commissioning services take towards robotics but this is more directly likely to affect the Urologists who have higher tariff codes already for robotics. As for gynae, we only code them as laparoscopic cases anyway in most instances so we are already financially punished.  Therefore the mission is to turn this around and get a reasonable return in the tariff for reducing bed stay and providing Quality and Innovation. We are involved with Intuitive at BIARGS Presidential and Secretarial level to try and help drive this. 

All in all a lot of progress has been made since October and the future is looking very positive in what I passionately view to be the obvious next step in gynaecological surgery. 

Peter Barton-Smith
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To:  Bank Name……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Bank Address………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please pay by banker’s standing order, cancelling any previous instructions regarding this payee:

To (Bank):


Barclays Bank

Sort Code:


20-97-58

Account Number:

23086151

Name of Account:

BIARGS

Amount (Figures):

£25.00

Amount (Words):

Twenty-Five Pounds


Date of First Payment:
1st January 2012

Payment Due Date:

1st January

Frequency:


Annually

Until further notice debit my account

Name of Account……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Account Number……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Sort code………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
I hereby authorise you to set up this standing order payment on my account.

Signed……………………………………………………………………… Date……………………………...
Name (Block Capitals)…………………………………………………………………………………….
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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BIARGS Programme, Cork 2011

Thursday 9th June
09:00
Welcome address 


Prof Higgins & Dr Matt Hewitt, Cork Ireland

09:05
BIARGS – President’s address


Prof John Shepherd, London

09:15
Robotic surgery – the basics


TBA

09:30
Live surgery – Sacrocolpopexy

Dr Barry O’Reilly, Cork and TBA

11:00
Coffee Break
11:30
Teaching and Robotic fellowships


Dr Mo’iad Al-Azzam, Galway

12:00
Open Hysterectomy, Vaginal Hysterectomy, Robot hysterectomy?


Mr Peter Barton-Smith, Guildford

12:30
LUNCH

13:30
Side docking – live demo, discussion


Dr Barry O’Reilly, Cork

14:00
Robotic assisted prolapse surgery


TBA

14:30
Laparoscopic Cervical Cerclage

Dr Ian Harley, Belfast

15:00
Coffee break

15:30
Anaesthetics and the robot


Dr Miriam Harnett, Cork

16:00
Review of robotic literature – Benign Gynaecology


TBA

16:30
Review of robotic literature – Gynaecological Oncology 


Mr Ahmed Ahmed, Manchester
Evening Entertainment TBA
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Friday 10th June

09:00
Turn around and efficiency 


Mr Nick Elkington, London

09:30
Live surgery – Radical TH or endometrial cancer staging


TBA with Dr Matt Hewitt, Cork

11:30
Coffee break
12:00
The Business Case


Dr Orfhlaitha O’Sullivan, Cork and TBA

12:30
Survey of current practice


Interactive, survey and discussion

13:00
Lunch
14:00
Proffered papers

14:45
Robotic cancer surgery


TBA

15:30
Coffee break

16:00
Debate: You don’t need a robot to do laparoscopic surgery


For:

TBA


Against:
Mr Simon Butler-Manuel, Guildford

16:40
The future of robotic surgery


Matt Fischer, Intuitive Surgical

17:00
AGM


Meeting close

Stand by lecture 

Top Tips when using the robot

Dr Matt Hewitt and Mr Peter Barton-Smith
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BIARGS June 9th and 10th Cork University Maternity Hospital


Registration form

Title:   FORMDROPDOWN 
      Given name:         
Family name:
      


Job title:                    

Current practice:   FORMDROPDOWN 


Institution:                

Address:      
     



     



     

Post code:
     



Country
:      

Email address: 
     @     


Phone number:   FORMDROPDOWN 
 

Current use or knowledge of robotic surgery:  FORMDROPDOWN 


I will be attending the meal on Thursday evening;  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 


Registration before 1st May  - 
I enclose a cheque for £250  FORMCHECKBOX 
  or a cheque for € 300  FORMCHECKBOX 


Registration after 1st May -
I enclose a cheque for £300  FORMCHECKBOX 
  or a cheque for € 350  FORMCHECKBOX 


Junior doctor registration -  
I enclose a cheque for £200  FORMCHECKBOX 
  or a cheque for € 250  FORMCHECKBOX 


Nurse / ODP registration – 
I enclose a cheque for £150  FORMCHECKBOX 
  or a cheque for € 200  FORMCHECKBOX 


Stirling cheques payable to ‘BIARGS’.   
Euro cheques payable to ‘Cork University Foundation’

If paying in Stirling please send form to:

Sue Riva - Secretary to Mr Peter Barton-Smith 






Royal Surrey County Hospital








Egerton Rd










Guilford










Surrey GU2 7XX


If paying in Euro please send form to: 

Eileen Barry - Secretary to Professor Higgins 






Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology-5th Floor 





Cork University Maternity Hospital







Wilton Road










Cork
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